Swiss Association for the Studies of Science, Technology and Society

Wissenschaftliche Tätigkeit

- Tagungen:

1) «Swiss STS Meeting 2008: ScienceFutures» (Zurich, February)

The «Swiss STS Meeting 2008» has been jointly organized by STS-CH and the Centre for the History of Knowledge (ETH Zurich and University of Zurich). It took place February 6–9, at the ETH Zurich. This academic event tailored to the interests of (junior) STS scholars from both Switzerland and abroad is the fourth of its kind (1999 in Zurich, 2001 in Lausanne, 2004 in Basel). 

The program comprised:

· Plenary talks by Professors Sabine Maasen, Mary Morgan, Naomi Oreskes, Claus Pias, Paul Rabinow, Susan Squier, Alison Wylie.

· The cultural event «ScienceFutures»: Movie Shorts presented by Prof. Suzanne Buchan and a Concert with the Welttraumforscher, location: Cabaret Voltaire.
· 72 presentations in parallel sessions on topics such as: Science fiction and the reality of the social; new futures for new states?; biological utopias and distopias; assessing the present, prospecting the future; imaginary resources of science; hydrogen futures, etc.  

The Meeting raised considerable attention. It attracted somewhat less than one hundred science studies scholars from across the world, incl. Austria, Canada, Denmark, France, Germany, Iran, Japan, the Netherlands, Norway, Spain, Sweden, the United Kingdom, the US, and, of course, Switzerland.

An extended conference review appeared in H-Soz-u-Kult, 11.03., <http://hsozkult.geschichte.hu-berlin.de/tagungsberichte/id=2031>.
Program and organization committee: Kijan Malte Espahangizi, Michael Hagner, Martina Merz, Marianne Sommer, Daniel Speich, Elisabeth Strowick, Jakob Tanner, Magaly Tornay.

2) «Ironists, Reformers, Rebels? The Role of the Social Sciences in Biomedical Policy Making», Workshop (Collegium Helveticum, Zurich, June)

On June 26 and 27, an international workshop on the role of the Social Sciences in biomedical policy making was held at the Collegium Helveticum. Approx. 24 participants debated the role the social sciences have come to play in participatory policy making. Ian Hacking’s categorization of ironist, reformer or rebel served well to reflect upon a variety of approaches that are used in contemporary policy-making and scientific consultation work. Three workshop reports can be downloaded from http://www.trackingthehuman.ch/en/who-is-who/priska-gisler.html
A special issue of Science, Technology and Innovation Studies editing some of the workshop papers is currently in preparation.

Organized by Priska Gisler (Collegium Helveticum) and Silke Schicktanz (Universität Göttingen)

3) «STS Goes Nano», Workshop (Lucerne, November)

The Workshop «STS Goes Nano» took place November 10, at the University of Lucerne. It combined a keynote lecture by Prof. Dominique Vinck (Grenoble) with shorter presentations by Swiss STS scholars. The workshop provided a platform for intense discussion and exchange of ideas among approx. fifteen scholars interested in the current developments of nanoscience and nanotechnology from the broad range of STS perspectives. 
Organized by Martina Merz (University of Lucerne)
Internationale Beziehungen:

STS-CH will co-organize a conference with the German «Gesellschaft für Wissenschafts- und Technikforschung» (GWTF) in 2009. The conference called «The five senses of science» will probably take place in Berlin in November 2009.

In addition, contact has been maintained with the following associations and organizations in Switzerland and abroad:

- Committee for sociology of science and technology, Swiss Sociological Association

- Swiss Society for Cultural Studies (SSCS)

- Sektion Wissenschafts- und Technikforschung, Deutsche Gesellschaft für Soziologie

- 4S – The Society for Social Studies of Science 
- EASST – The European Association for the Study of Science and Technology
Öffentlichkeitsarbeit:

- Mailing list:

The mailing list is a vital tool for building a web of STS scholars in Switzerland. In December, the list has a total of 233 subscribers. 

Due to decisions of the IT Services at the University of Zurich, the STS_L-list will be migrated from «majordomo» software to «sympa» software by the end of February 2009.  Contact: Christoph Müller (owner-sts_l@id.uzh.ch)

- Webpage:

Besides re-organizing the events section, we transferred the site to a new, more visible domain.
Old URL: www.sts.unibas.ch

New URL: www.sts-ch.org

Contact: Mario.Kaiser@unibas.ch

Quelle: http://www.sagw.ch/jahresbericht
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