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Swiss Association for North-American Studies 

Activités scientifiques 

Journées scientifiques

The Swiss Association for North-American Studies (SANAS) Spring Reading Group met on 21 March at Unitobler in Bern where Paul Tayyar, noted poet, critic, and publisher, read from his poetry and led a discussion about contemporary American poetry. This meeting led to a further project, led by Paul Tayyar and Prof. Sämi Ludwig: a co-edited book « On the Aesthetic Legacy of Ishmael Reed ».

Conférences

The 2009 SANAS AGM at the University of Basel was accompanied by a one-day conference on "Aesthetics and Politics in American Culture: Intersections and Perspectives." Two of the speakers - Andreas Hägler and Teresa Chen - are Swiss doctoral students of American Studies. They gave much appreciated papers in the framework of this école doctorale event.

In June, SANAS supported the conference « The Freedom of the Line » which marked the retirement from the University of Lausanne of Beverly Maeder, a former SANAS Secretary.

The next biennial conference will be held in November 2010. This will be a joint-venture between SANAS and our sister-association, the Austrian Association for American Studies (AAAS), to be hosted by Professor Deborah Madsen (University of Geneva) and Professor Mario Klarer (University of Innsbruck) on the topic, «The Visual Culture of Modernism».

Publications

The SANAS Newsletter (compiled by Prof. Philipp Schweighauser, University of Basel) was distributed to all members twice in the course of the year: in the Spring and the Autumn. The Spring Newsletter included contact information for all SANAS members and a report of members’ activities in the preceding calendar year.

Internationales Relations

The Board of the European Association for American Studies (EAAS) met 2-4 April 2009 in Zurich, where SANAS was represented by the Delegate, Professor Martin Heusser (University of Zurich).

SANAS was represented at the meeting in Washington DC, 5-7 November of the International Initiative of the American Studies Association (ASA) by the President, Professor Deborah Madsen.

Information 

Information for SANAS members is published twice per year in our Association’s «Newsletter». Information concerning SANAS is also published in the EAAS-Newsletter and will be posted on the International section of the redesigned ASA website. SAGW continues to host our SANAS Home Page, which is a valuable means of publicizing our activities to our members and to the public. 

Administration

The SANAS AGM was held on 21 November at the University of Basel. We welcomed FIVE new members to our Association.
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